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One of the things I like about this book is that the title, for once, is not overstated. "300 Great

Baseball Cards of the 20th Century" does not profess to provide the 300 greatest cards and

therefore provides exactly what the subtitle indicates, "A Historical Tribute by the Hobby's Most

Relied Upon Source." Okay, so there is some promotion here since the book is compiled by Mike

Payne and the staff of "Beckett Baseball Card Monthly."Of course you will find the most famous

(and expensive) baseball cards of all time, such as the legendary 1909-11 T206 Honus Wagner

($112,500-$225,000) and the 1952 Topps #311 Mickey Mantle (not his first card, which would be

the 1951 Bowman #253), which are the respective Holy Grails for the first and second half of the

century. You will find cards for most of the greatest players in the history of the game, from Ty Cobb

(1909-11 T206 Green Background) and Babe Ruth (1933 Goudey #43) to Mark McGwire (1985

Topps #401) and Barry Bonds (1987 Fleer #604). Not surprisingly, it is Mantle, in whose honor

Topps has retired card number 7 in their sets, who has the most baseball cards with 21. Ruth and

Ted Williams have 13 each, Willie Mays a dozen, and Hank Aaron 10. Of course, within those you

will find cards with Mantle and Mays, Mantle and Aaron, and Aaron and Mays.
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